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Local Government



This booklet is a part of a series that will explain 

topic areas or chapters of the Kitselas Treaty. 

This booklet focuses on the broad topic area of 

Canada, BC and Local Governments.

The Kitselas Treaty Office hopes to provide a 
general understanding of what the Treaty will 

contain and what the Kitselas people and a  

future Kitselas government will have to do to 
prepare for the Treaty.

The Treaty will bring increased opportunities, 

ownership, law-making authority, improved 
services, control over our future, a large financial 
settlement, control of our education, the ability 
to govern ourselves and freedom from the 
constraints of the Indian Act.

Within the six stages of the Treaty process, 

Kitselas First Nation is currently in Stage 5: 

Negotiation to Finalize a Treaty, which may  
be completed in late 2023. A final Treaty vote 
would then occur in 2024.

Niit dala’waan
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Local Government

The Kitselas Treaty will address how Kitselas 

and neighbouring local governments will 
work together on shared interests, such as 

infrastructure services, regional planning  
and education.

With Treaty, Kitselas has the opportunity to play 

a more active role in area or regional decisions 
made by the Kitimat-Stikine Regional District, 
Coast Mountain School District 82 and North West 
Regional Hospital — and not just on our own  
Treaty Settlement Lands.

Map of the Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine, 
which surrounds Kitselas IRs and proposed  
Kitselas Treaty Settlement Lands
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Local Government

North West Regional Hospital District 
and Coast Mountain School District 82

After Treaty, we will also have a Kitselas 

appointed seat on the North West Regional 

Hospital District Board and possibly the 

Coast Mountain School District 82 Board. 

Having an appointed or elected Kitselas 

Member on each of these Boards will  

ensure our community is represented at  

the decision-making tables of these Boards.

Kitimat-Stikine  
Regional District Board

After Treaty, Kitselas will be able to become 

a member of the Kitimat-Stikine Regional 

District Board. As a member, Kitselas would 

appoint or elect a Kitselas director to the 

Regional District Board. 

The Regional District provides a wide variety 

of services, ranging from sewer and water, 

garbage and recycling to land zoning and 

planning, emergency services and more. As  

a member of the Regional District, Kitselas  

will agree to support certain core services  

and choose from other optional services  

based on our community’s unique needs.

Kitselas’s membership in the Regional 
District will provide a number of benefits, 
including: 

●  greater efficiencies in service delivery  
and access;

●  coordination of Treaty Settlement Lands  
and Regional District land planning;

●  ability to vote on regional initiatives, such as 
land use and transportation planning; and

●  stronger relationships and open 

communication with neighbouring local  
and area governments.
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FAQ

Q  Why join the Regional District as a Treaty Nation?
A   Treaty First Nation membership in a Regional District provides a number of clear  

benefits including: 
● greater efficiencies in service delivery and access; 
● coordination of Treaty Settlement Lands and Regional District land planning; 
● ability to vote on regional initiatives, such as land use and transportation planning; and 
●  stronger relationships and open communication with neighbouring local and 

area governments.

Q What is the Regional District responsible for?
A  The Regional District is responsible for: 

● land planning, permitting and zoning; 
● utilities/water/sewer, garbage, recycling and animal control; 
● community services, such as public transit, library, pools and parks;  
● emergency services, including the fire department; 
● tourism and heritage sites, parks management and playgrounds; and 
● economic development in the region.

Q  How do we become members of the Regional District?
A  We currently are building a relationship with the Regional District to explore how membership 

with the Regional District could enhance both communities. If we decide to become a Regional 

District member after Treaty, an application would be submitted to the Board of the Regional 

District. The Board would then review and approve our membership.



Glossary
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A “Hospital Board” is a provincial entity and 

is responsible for operating provincial hospitals 

within a Hospital District.  

“Kitselas Area” is an area that will be 

established in the Treaty where Kitselas will 

have confirmed and defined Treaty rights.  

“Kitselas Treaty Settlement Lands”  
(Kitselas Lands or Kitselas TSL) are the lands 

Kitselas will own once the Treaty is in effect.

A “Regional District” is a form of local 

government that governs the land and  

people that are outside of the jurisdiction  

of cities or other local governments.  

Regional Districts often include rural areas  

and small communities.

A “School Board” is a provincial entity and is 

responsible for operating all provincial schools  

within a School District. 

“Treaty” is a final settlement of Kitselas  
land claims between the Kitselas people  

and Canada.



Notes
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Stay in touch with the Treaty Team:

Toy’aksim

Kitselas Treaty Office
4562 Queensway Drive
Terrace, BC V8G 3X6

kitselastreaty@gmail.com
250-635-8882

kitselastreaty.ca

Kitselas Treaty Office


