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This booklet is a part of a series that will explain 
topic areas or chapters of the Kitselas Treaty; 
this booklet focuses on the broad topic area of 
Environmental Management.

The Kitselas Treaty Office hopes to provide a 
general understanding of what the Treaty will 
contain and what the Kitselas people and future 
Kitselas Government will have to do to prepare 
for the Treaty.

The Treaty will bring increased opportunities, 
ownership, law-making authority, improved 
services, control over our future, a large financial 
settlement, control of our education, the ability 
to govern ourselves and freedom from the 
constraints of the Indian Act.

Within the six stages of the Treaty process, 
Kitselas First Nation is currently in Stage 5: 
Negotiation to Finalize a Treaty, with a final  
Treaty vote estimated to occur in 2024.

Niit dala’waan
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Environmental Management

Environmental management for Kitselas means being guardians or protectors of our fishing and 
gathering areas as well as for places that have historical and cultural significance for our people.  
It also means speaking on behalf of our lands and waters regarding projects that could impact 
these resources, like pollution, erosion or destruction of wildlife habitat. This is true both for our 
Treaty Settlement lands, as well as lands nearby that might impact TSL (e.g. upstream project 
impacts on our fish habitat).

Environmental laws in Canada continue to evolve rapidly. This Treaty chapter is currently 
undergoing major updates, reflecting these changes in environmental laws, processes  
and policies between Kitselas, British Columbia (BC) and Canada. 

Abundant resources from our lands and waters have sustained Kitselas  
for thousands of years. Our citizens understand these resources and have  
protected them for as long as we have been here.

Environmental Assessments
Environmental assessments are currently legally required for major projects, which could affect  
the environment, to identify the positive and negative impacts. Currently, Canada or BC now 
routinely inform and discuss projects with Kitselas about projects on our traditional territories,  
but they are not legally bound to. With Treaty, Kitselas will not only be consulted, but projects  
on TSL will not be able to proceed without Kitselas’s consent and approval.
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Environmental Management

New Requirements for Environmental Assessments
After Treaty, Kitselas will have a legally-mandated role in assessing potential environmental 
impacts for federal or provincial regulated projects that could impact Kitselas Lands. With this 
new role, projects on Kitselas Lands must receive the consent and approval of Kitselas to 
proceed. This gives us more control over our lands and those projects that could impact us.

For federal projects or provincial projects located within Kitselas Territory, the Government of 
Canada or Government of B.C. will be required to inform Kitselas. The federal and/or provincial 
governments must also seek to receive the free, prior, and informed consent of Kitselas through 
a set of legally-required processes. If a project may impact the Kitselas Lands, after Treaty,  
we will have a seat at the decision-making table.
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Environmental Management

Impact Assessment Process
After Treaty, Kitselas and the Government 
of Canada and/or the Government of B.C. 
will work together to seek consensus 
throughout the federal/provincial impact 
assessment process up to the final project 
decision, including:

●  planning for how the assessment will be done

●  effects of the project, including the 
environmental, social, cultural, and  
economic effects

●  potential impacts of the project on Kitselas 
Lands and residents on the Lands, Kitselas 
heritage sites and Kitselas exercisable 
Section 35 Rights;

●  mitigation and accommodation measures

●  conclusions within the assessment report

●  potential conditions

The impact assessment process will also 
include reviewing environmental impacts, which 
emerge while a project is under development 
or even completed—basically, any unexpected 
environmental impacts, even years later.

Kitselas Laws and Indigenous knowledge, as 
well as studies carried out by Kitselas, will 
fully and fairly inform the impact assessment 
process. The Government of Canada will 
provide sufficient funding to support Kitselas’s 
full participation in project assessments.
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Environmental Management

Kitselas Environmental Law
After Treaty, Kitselas Government may 
also make our own laws, which will apply 
on Kitselas Lands. These laws will relate 
to environmental assessments for Kitselas 
projects and environmental management for 
the protection, preservation and conservation 
of the environment, including:

●  prevention, mitigation and remediation of 
pollution and degradation of the environment

●  waste management, including solid and  
liquid waste

● protection of local air and water quality

● environmental emergency response

Pesticides and Herbicides
Treaty will give Kitselas the authority for 
requiring permits prior to use of pesticides or 
herbicides within the Kitselas Area/Harvest 
Area. The parties will negotiate and attempt to 
reach an agreement on a work plan setting out 
the details for using pesticides or herbicides 
prior to their application.

The Kitselas Government may make laws 
related to the use of pesticides and herbicides 
on Kitselas Settlement Lands, and will be 
consulted by BC or Canada, as part of their 
approval process, prior to authorizing use of 
pesticides or herbicides on areas near Treaty 
Settlement Lands.

Community Watershed 
Lands
Kitselas will own, manage, use and 
develop Kitselas Community Watersheds 
in accordance with existing provincial 
standards and objectives established under 
BC laws for protecting water used for human 
consumption. Nothing in the Treaty will limit 
the application of the BC Drinking Water 
Protection Act for Kitselas people.

British Columbia will consult with Kitselas 
before changing an existing Community 
Watershed designation, which might impact 
Kitselas Community Watershed Land. This 
includes both Treaty Settlement Lands and 
nearby lands that share an underground 
aquifer or water system.
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FAQ

Q  How does Treaty affect the 
environmental assessment process  
for Kitselas?

A   Right now, projects and governments 
are only obligated to “consult” with us on 
projects on Kitselas Lands that require BC 
or Canada environmental assessments. 
After Treaty, BC or Canada will be required 
to consult with us and receive our consent 
and approval for projects to proceed on 
our Treaty Settlement Lands. Additionally, 
we will have the legal authority to choose 
to approve projects or stop them from 
proceeding on our Lands.

  After Treaty, we can also develop our own 
environmental assessment process for 
projects on our Kitselas Treaty Settlement 
Lands. This gives us the ability to decide 
which types of projects that we want to 
approve on our lands. It also strengthens 
our ability to understand how a project may 
affect our people, our lands and our waters, 
before we approve it.

Q  How will Kitselas monitor the Treaty 
Settlement Lands?

A   Kitselas will receive approximately 95,000 
acres of Kitselas Treaty Settlement Lands. 
This area is 36 times larger than our current 
Kitselas Indian Reserves. The Treaty 
Team is exploring the use of guardians to 
protect and monitor our Lands and Harvest 
Areas. In other communities, First Nations 
guardians patrol the land and water, 
and play important roles in monitoring 
and protecting the environment of their 
Traditional Territories and Harvest Areas.

Q  Why is it important for the BC Drinking 
Water Protection Act to still apply to the  
Kitselas Community Watersheds

A  This Act sets out requirements to ensure 
our drinking water is safe. This includes 
water systems, monitoring, testing and 
reporting requirements. We could create a 
separate Kitselas Drinking Water Protection 
Act; however, the regulatory requirements 
for safe drinking water are well defined 
and understood in BC’s standards and 
regulations, so there is no reason for 
reinventing the wheel.

Q  Is approving pesticide use something 
new for Kitselas?

A  This is not new. Kitselas has been involved 
in approving the use of pesticides, but 
only on current Indian Reserves. There 
have been instances, when our community 
has expressed concern about pesticide 
or herbicide use near our lands, as these 
chemicals can affect our environment, 
wildlife and health. Having the ability to 
make laws and require permits for our 
Treaty Settlement Lands will give us a lot 
more control over pesticide or herbicide  
use to protect our lands, waters and people.



Glossary
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“ Environmental Assessment” means an 
assessment of the environmental effects  
of a project. 

“ Environmental Emergency” means an 
uncontrolled, unplanned, or accidental 
release, or release in contravention of 
federal law, provincial law or Kitselas law, 
of a substance into the environment or the 
reasonable likelihood of such a release into 
the environment, that:

 a)  has or may have an immediate or long-term 
harmful effect on the environment; 

 b)  constitutes or may constitute a danger to the 
environment on which human life depends; 
or 

 c)  constitutes or may constitute a danger to 
human life or health.

“ Kitselas Area” are the lands that Kitselas 
claims as our Traditional Territory, and on 
which Kitselas will be consulted, including 
environmental assessments by Canada / BC.

“ Kitselas Treaty Settlement Lands”  
(Kitselas Lands or Kitselas TSL) are the  
lands that Kitselas will own once the Treaty  
is in effect.

“ Treaty” is a final settlement of Kitselas  
land claims between the Kitselas people  
and Canada.



Notes
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Stay in touch with the Treaty Team:

Toy’aksim
Kitselas Treaty Office
4562 Queensway Drive
Terrace, BC V8G 3X6

kitselastreaty@gmail.com
250-635-8882

kitselastreaty.ca
Kitselas Treaty Office


