
Sign up on the Members’ Area of the Treaty 
website: www.kitselastreaty.ca

Follow us on Facebook: 
@KitselasTreaty 

Save the Date: Next Treaty Information 
Session - Wednesday, January 25, 2023
 

Treaty Information Session 
November 30, 2022 - 6:30 pm
Today’s meeting will begin shortly. While you’re 
waiting: 

http://www.kitselastreaty.ca/


While you wait…

Would you like help 
signing up on the 
Members’ Area of the 
Kitselas Treaty website?

Let us know & we’ll come 
to your table to show 
you!

www.kitselastreaty.ca/Members-Area



While you wait…

Would you like to share a 
recipe for the community 
cookbook? 

We have recipe cards 
that you can fill out here 
or drop off tonight or at 
the Treaty Office.

Enter for a chance to 
win a gift card!



While you wait…

Ask for a Kitselas Treaty 
Activity Book!

Children (16 & under) who 
hand in a completed 
Activity Book will be 
entered into a draw for 
one of three $25 gift 
cards.

The draw takes place on 
January 6, 2023.

www.kitselastreaty.ca/youth



Taxation & Tax Exemptions
November 30, 2022



1. Welcome
2. Opening Prayer
3. Timeline to Treaty
4. Treaty Office Update
5. Negotiation Update
6. Taxation & Tax 

Exemptions
7. Q&A
8. Gift Card Draws

Agenda
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Welcome & 
Gyigyiinwa̱xł (Prayer)



We are here

Timeline to Treaty



Estimated Timeline to Treaty

“Handshake”
Late 2023

Kitselas 
votes 

Fall 2024

BC & Canada pass 
Kitselas Treaty 

legislation  2025 to 
2026

Effective Date 
2026 to 2027

Treaty
Negotiations 

continue
2022 & 2023

Treaty Process & Timeline
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Treaty 
Office 
Update
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Negotiation 
Update



● Taxation is an important topic for our 
Members! 

● Many Kitselas Citizens have asked the 
Treaty Team over the last year, “What will 
happen to current tax exemptions after 
Treaty?” with many fearing the worst! 

● This taxation and tax exemptions update 
will reassure all Kitselas Members that tax 
exemptions will continue as they are.

Introduction



Tax Exemptions After Treaty

● Canada and BC recently announced that under 
the Kitselas Treaty, all current tax exemptions 
for income, sales, and property taxes will 
continue in the same manner and scope as they 
do today.

● Major breakthrough for Canadian treaty 
negotiations

● Will ultimately impact all existing treaties, too 
(e.g., Nisga’a Final Agreement)
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Taxation



Taxation 101 
● Every government around the world raises 

revenue through taxation to pay for government 
programs and services for citizens.

● Instead of being dependent on the “good-will” of 
Canada and occasionally BC (who general state 
that Indians are Canada’s responsibility not 
theirs), Kitselas is on a journey of 
self-government and independence.

● Treaty gives the Kitselas First Nation the 
authority to make taxation decisions for our 
land, people and businesses on the Treaty 
Settlement Lands.

● These choices will be our choices, including 
who not to tax!



Taxation as a Kitselas Revenue Source
● Treaty allows us to take back responsibility for our 

future
● Kitselas First Nation will have power to make laws 

and decisions for our lands, communities, and 
people
○ includes new opportunities to raise revenue

● While no existing programs or services will be 
reduced in Treaty, we can decide which new or 
expanded programs & services to offer our People

● Always true: No government anywhere can provide 
every service or program requested; all 
governments have to make choices and trade-offs

● These choices will be our choices



Four Key Revenue Sources
● Kitselas will have ability to develop or expand 

our revenue generating capacity
● Without this ability, the degree of autonomy and 

self-sufficiency that the Kitselas First Nation 
can achieve will be limited



Types of Taxation
● Tax revenues comes from four basic areas:

1. income
2. sales
3. property
4. resource extraction

● There are other areas of taxation reserved for 
Canada or BC & certain areas that must remain 
tax-free:

○ For example, we can’t create any import or 
export taxes—only Canada can do that

○ Kitselas cannot tax Kitselas health care
● The Tax Chapter of the Treaty gives Kitselas the 

legal authority to tax 



Income & Sales Taxes

● As stated earlier, there will be no changes to 
existing tax exemptions. 

● Overall, Treaty will not change existing income 
or sales tax exemptions for Kitselas Members.

● Members who benefit from current tax 
exemptions will continue to do so.

● Those who are currently not eligible, won’t 
become eligible in Treaty
○ unless they change their working or living 

conditions (e.g., move back to former 
Reserve lands)



Property Taxes
● Property tax levied by (local) governments on 

property owners, typically based on value of 
buildings & land

● Not new! BC property taxes started around 1860 
● Property taxes in cities and towns like Terrace pay 

for local services, infrastructure, & facilities, such 
as:
○ police & fire protection
○ water & sewer systems
○ garbage pick-up & disposal
○ local bus service
○ roads repairs & snow removal
○ recreation center (Sportsplex)



Property Taxes (Continued)

● After Treaty, under a (new) Kitselas Property 
Taxation Law, each property on Kitselas Lands will 
receive an annual property assessment statement.

○ There will be an appeal process for owners who 
disagree with assessment.

● Expected that property taxes will not be charged for 
properties on current Kitselas Reserves

● What will change: people & businesses located on 
Treaty Settlement Lands (TSL) will pay property tax 
to Kitselas to cover costs of delivering services on 
TSL (e.g., fire, police, etc.).

● This revenue source is expected to grow over time.



Resource Extraction Taxes
● Currently, Resource Revenue taxes are collected 

by BC for harvesting or using natural resources, 
such as timber, minerals, water, wildlife, etc. 

● This includes various types of royalties, fees, 
rents, levies, stumpage, mineral or similar taxes, 
penalties, and interest. 

● For simplicity, this section will refer to all of these 
as “taxes”.



Resource Extraction Taxes (Continued)

● As already agreed in Treaty, on the Treaty 
Settlement Lands (TSL) Kitselas will own all 
timber & resources, including subsurface 
resources.  
○ Kitselas is entitled to collect all rents, taxes, 

revenues, & royalties on TSL.
● On the larger Kitselas Land areas, BC also 

currently collects various resource revenue & 
taxes or fees for forestry, mines, geothermal, 
water, etc. 
○ Treaty is seeking to receive a share of these 

taxes for Kitselas.
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Kitselas First Nation
Tax Exemptions



Tax Exemptions After Treaty

● Canada & BC recently announced that under the 
Kitselas Treaty, all current tax exemptions for 
income, sales, & property taxes will continue in the 
same manner & scope as they do today.

● This is a major breakthrough for Canadian treaty 
negotiations.



 Previous Policy 
● Canada’s previous tax policy: a Treaty or 

Final Agreement removed all aspects of 
Indian Act, including Section 87, which deals 
with tax exemptions.

● Up until now, tax exemptions would no longer 
apply to First Nation Members enrolled in a 
Treaty or Final Agreement.

● We saw impact on our Nisga’a neighbours 
eight and 12 years after their Effective Date.

● Fortunately, this has now changed!



Tax Exemptions On-Reserve Now

Kitselas Members living or working on current 
Indian Reserves (IR) are often exempt from 
various Canada & BC taxes. For example:
● GST exemptions apply when goods or 

services are delivered to IR
● IRs exempt from property taxes
● Income tax exemptions dependent on 

individual circumstances
● In fact, many Kitselas Members, living in 

community (IRs) & working in town, pay 
income tax now



Tax Exemptions After Treaty
● While tax exemptions will continue, 

they will not expand to the Treaty 
Settlement Lands.

● Members currently benefiting from tax 
exemptions will continue to do so.

● Those not currently eligible, will not 
become eligible by Treaty.

● Simply put: Treaty makes no changes 
to current tax exemptions 



Income Tax  - Now & After Treaty
CURRENT REALITY AFTER TREATY

Only a small number of Kitselas 
Members benefit from current 
income tax exemptions now.

Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)  
exemption dependent on:
● being a Status Indian
● where you live
● where you work
● who benefits from work
● where employer is located

Nothing changes

Current income tax 
exemption will continue as is 
on current Indian Reserves

No expansion of eligibility to 
include additional Treaty 
Settlement Lands



Sales Tax  - Now & After Treaty
CURRENT REALITY AFTER TREATY

Purchases that you make and 
have delivered to Kitselas 
Indian Reserves are exempt 
from sales taxes (GST & PST)

Also applies to services 
provided on Indian Reserves 
(e.g., Hydro)

Stores / service providers 
located on any Canadian Indian 
Reserves can offer GST-free 
purchases too

Nothing changes

Current income tax 
exemption
continue as is for current 
Indian Reserves

No expansion of eligibility to 
include additional Treaty 
Settlement Lands



Property Taxes - Now & After Treaty
CURRENT REALITY AFTER TREATY

Indian Reserves (IR) are 
exempt from property taxes.

Former Indian Reserves will 
be exempt from property 
taxes.

Only Kitselas Members may 
own land or property on 
Indian Reserves (Certificate 
of Possession).

All people living on Treaty 
Settlement Land (TSL) will 
be able to buy and sell land 
or acquire 99-year leases.

For current Indian Reserves, 
Canada pays for programs & 
services. This will continue.

Business operating & 
people living on TSL will pay 
property taxes to Kitselas & 
receive services.



Tax Exemptions on Treaty 
Settlement Lands
● Tax exemptions will not expand to include 

additional Treaty Settlement Lands (TSL).

● In general, people living and business operating 
on Kitselas Lands will pay the same taxes as all 
other Canadians.

● Kitselas negotiating that a share of taxes paid by 
people living on Kitselas Lands will ultimately 
benefit Kitselas, not just BC or Canada.
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Conclusion



Conclusion

● We have been successful in our efforts to 
keep our Section 87 tax exemptions.

● This means that Kitselas Citizens will not pay 
any more (or less) tax than they would without 
a Treaty.

● Treaty also provides us with additional powers 
and opportunities to expand our revenue base 
by taxing non-members and businesses. 

● Continuing to negotiate to try to expand our 
tax base beyond Treaty Settlement Lands 
borders.
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Questions &
Comments?
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Request a 
Home Visit

Email 
treaty.engagement@kitselas.com

Learn more at 
kitselastreaty.ca/homevisits 

mailto:treaty.engagement@kitselas.com


Seeking 3-5 Members for 
Kitselas Law Review Committee

The Committee will start meeting from January to March 
2023 to review draft Kitselas Laws.

Time commitment
One half-day meeting per month

No experience necessary! You will be paid for your time.

Apply
Contact Joan Mason at treaty.engagement@kitselas.com 
or 250-635-8882 ext. 4095.

mailto:treaty.engagement@kitselas.com
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Coming in early 2023…

● Kitselas Treaty App (cell phone) 
● Mobile app will allow you to access 

Treaty information from your 
phone

● Similar information as our Treaty 
website, but for cell phone users
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Tonight’s Draw
Two $50 gift cards!

Please put names of all Kitselas Citizens 
participating on Zoom tonight in the chat to be 
entered to win!



Thank You

Save these dates:

December No Treaty Information Session

Treaty Office Closed December 17 to January 2 (inclusive) 

January 25 Treaty Information Session 


